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On January 31-February 2, 2020, in Killeen, TX, ERCOD hosted its Winter Discovery Retreat 
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing High School Freshmen and Sophomores, introducing them to the 
concept of self-driving cars.  With a strong group of students, we were able to dive into the 
curriculum provided by Joyce Rigelo of AutoAuto AI which also provided several small self-
driving cars for students to work with.   
 
Throughout the weekend, our students learned about how to code their cars to recognize 
particular things that would help their car drive without human involvement- such as road lines, 
pedestrians, color and shape identification (i.e. stop signs).  To help with the students’ 
understanding, several games and challenges were provided- a popular one was the Pedestrian 
Minefield game where students had to program their cars to be able to drive through an area 
without hitting any of the small pedestrians that were standing around.  It was a fun game and 
also a very good way to introduce the students to the concept of machine learning.   
 
We also had Dr. David Coco as a guest to talk about his past involvement in the GPS project that 
was headed at the University of Texas and how GPS is helping shape the landscape of self-
driving cars.  It was cool to see how the kids reacted to the fact that Dr. Coco had worked on 
such a large scale project.   
 
At the end of the weekend, our students left feeling more confident that they understood how 
self-driving cars functioned and were able to explain to their parents how a car such as Tesla is 
able to drive hands free.  A couple of students also remarked that they felt they now had a better 
understanding of different career options in the computer science field in which they could use 
their coding skills.   
 
Overall, a very successful DR! 
 
 
 


